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UNCLAS LONDON 14082 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAID, UK, HO 
SUBJECT: AID TO HONDURAS 

1. DISASTER 

UNIT OVERSEAS DEVELOPMENT MINISTRY (ODM) 

HAS RECEIVED REQUEST FROM CARITAS/CAFOD IN HONDURAS 
FOR CONTRIBUTION TO EMERGENCY FOOD AID FUND. APPEAL 
CITES "URGENT SITUATION" CAUSED BY THIRD CONSECUTIVE 
CROP FAILURE. WHILE GOVERNMENT 
HAS NOT DECLARED AN 

EMERGENCY SITUATION THEY ARE, ACCORDING TO CARITAS, 
NEGOTIATING EMERGENCY FOOD AID AGREEMENTS WITH MAJOR 
DONORS INCLUDING AID. IN ADDITION CARITAS REPORTS 
CREATION OF THREE MILLION POUND FUND FOR PURCHASE OF 
FOOD. 

2. ODM HAS NOT YET DECIDED HOW TO RESPOND TO THIS 
REQUEST. THEY HAVE ASKED US TO PROVIDE THEM WITH BACK- 
GROUND INFORMATION ON SITUATION IN HONDURAS AND PLANNED 
OR CURRENT USAID ACTIVITIES THERE. AS ODM HOPES MAKE 
DECISION THIS WEEK WE WOULD APPRECIATE PRELIMINARY 
RESPONSE BY 1200 ZULU SEPTEMBER 
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